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Topics

ⱶ Introduction

ⱶ Uniform Presentation

ⱶ Audience

ⱶ Table Link bases overview

© Semansys Technologies BV



Introduction

ⱶ Financial Statements are in XML/XBRL format

ⱶ XBRL is not human readable

ⱶ Auditor will have to provide assurance on XBRL 

ⱶ The ‘True and fair’ view is crucial
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Why do we need it

ⱶ XBRL is only format for submission of statements (NO paper)

ⱶ Regulations mandates audits for large corporates

ⱶ Dutch Institute of Accountants, Central Bank and SBR demand 

audits on XBRL filings

ⱶ Preparer AND auditor AND receiver benefit from same view
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Concept

How to ?
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1.  Uniform Presentation

2.  ‘True and Fair’ View

3. For Gaap and any other

4. Local and international



Criteria for UP

ⱶ Works for ANY instance and ANY taxonomy

ⱶ Only based on XBRL ‘Recommended’ specifications

ⱶ Renders the whole truth and nothing but the truth

ⱶ All XBRL and XML data

ⱶ Can be applied by any application
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UPR’s : Uniform Presentation Rules 
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UPR’s 

ⱶ Generic rules

ⱶ Tables

ⱶ Presentation

ⱶ Display groups

ⱶ Headers

ⱶ Period Sets

ⱶ Other XBRL data

ⱶ XML data

ⱶ Scaling

ⱶ Localisation



Approach

ⱶ Introduction of Display Groups

ⱶ 1st Based on Table Linkbase

ⱶ 2ND Based on Presentation linkbases

ⱶ No other display structures (Definition/Calculation)

ⱶ All other data is : non presentable data

ⱶ All other XML data will also be shown
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Stick to the UP specification

ⱶ No changes to Table or Presentation layouts allowed

ⱶ No ‘Own’ layouts, 

ⱶ MUST follow order from UP
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Display group ordering

A. Display Group Report Information

B. Display Groups per entity

a) Display Groups for all table linkbases

b) Display Groups for all presentation links

1) Period sets (begin, duration, end) recent period first 

2) Display groups for dimensions members 
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OOPS
What about 

movements



Display group ordering (2)

C. Display Group Footnotes (if related to >1 fact)

D. Display Group non presentable facts

E. Display Group Other XBRL Data

a) Display Entry points, not used Contexts, not used Units

F. Display Group XML data
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Other topics

ⱶ Language based on instance (XML:Lang else from Taxonomy)

ⱶ Label priority (Preferred, Standard, Terse, Verbose, ElementID)

ⱶ Localization allowed (thousand/Decimal separators)

ⱶ Scaling allowed (based on XBRL decimal attribute) 

© Semansys Technologies BV



Apply Uniform Presentation

ⱶ Identical result from any application

ⱶ One view for all filings

ⱶ A ‘must-have’ basis for any internal/external audit process

ⱶ Regulators can have appended FR-UP (applied UP for domain)
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Audience

Controllers, Auditors, Accountants

Preparers, Financial staff

Developers, IT staff, Testers
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ⱶ NBA published UP PWD

ⱶ UP-PWD distributed in NL, XBRL Int.

ⱶ Consultation period until January 31 ‘15

Status
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Conclusion

Uniform presentation

ⱶ Sound basis for ‘true and fair’ view

ⱶ Useful for developers, preparers and 

consuming parties
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Table Linkbase
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ⱶ KEY Question: 

Why do we have table linkbase in Uniform Presentation
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ⱶ Presentation only describe rows in hierarchies

ⱶ We need to structure columns and dimensions

ⱶ Needed for DNB (EBA/EIOPA)



Table Linkbases

ⱶ Introduction

ⱶ Architecture

ⱶ Structure, Definition and Layout Models

ⱶ X, Y, Z axis, Tables, table sets 

ⱶ Headers (columns and rows)
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Overview

• Understand what the Table 

Linkbase is, 

• Why it’s important for XBRL



What’s XBRL good for?

XBRL was originally designed to 

tackle the unique challenges of 

“principles-based” financial 

reporting…



Freedom for filers

?

?

Company A Company B

?



Principles-based reporting

• Communicate what you ‘Can’ report.

– Filers decide what line items to report

– Filers have significant control over appearance

– Regulator cannot enumerate all possible line items

“Open” form reporting



Closed-form reporting

• Data is often very dimensional

• Communicating what you must report

– Reporting points prescribed by regulator

– Fill in the boxes

• Communicating agreed report layout
• Predefined, standard rendering

• Much more validation can be imposed

“Closed” form reporting



Report this

and this

But not this or thisand this



Three axis dimensional models
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Data relationships

Same values

Sum values



Table Link base

• Arranges reporting points into a table

• Tables construct “breakdowns” onto three axes

• Breakdowns can place points 

– Manually, 

– Based on hierarchies in the taxonomy

– Dynamically based on the facts reported



Table Linkbases

ⱶ Introduction

ⱶ Architecture

ⱶ Structure, Definition and Layout Models

ⱶ X, Y, Z axis, Tables, table sets 

ⱶ Headers
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Architecture

Three models are defined by this specification:

• The definition model defines the structural model using 

resources and relationships in the DTS. It is transformed into the 

structural model through the process of resolution. 

• The structural model represents the structure of each table, 

independent of the way it was defined and any details pertaining 

only to the way it will be rendered. It captures the meaning of the 

tables. 

• The layout model describes how the tables should be laid out. 

Tables

Table Sets

http://www.xbrl.org/specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html#term-definition-model
http://www.xbrl.org/specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html#term-structural-model
http://www.xbrl.org/specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html#term-resolution
http://www.xbrl.org/specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html#term-structural-model
http://www.xbrl.org/specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html#term-layout-model


Demo

Euro

USD 

Z axis



Concept Dimensions Value

Product Geography [Default = World] Channel [Default = All]

Sales Widget A UK B2B 294

Sales Widget A US B2B 354

Sales Widget A — B2B 939

Sales Widget A UK B2C 112

Sales Widget A US B2C 645

Sales Widget A ES B2C 284

Sales Widget A — B2C 750

Sales Widget A UK — 406

Sales Widget A US — 999

Sales Widget A ES — 284

Sales Widget A — — 1,689

Sales Widget B — B2B 492

Sales Widget B — B2C 306

Sales Widget B — — 798

Example data set



Example 1



Example 2

No Country data available



Example 3

ES not included



Example 4



Example 5



Tables and table sets



Headers



Header example 1



Table and header example

Different order

= 

is different table



Applied presentation link roles



Specification stack

http://www.xbrl.org/WGN/table-linkbase-overview/WGN-2014-03-18/table-

linkbase-overview-WGN-2014-03-18.html

25 pages

http://www.xbrl.org/Specification/table-linkbase/REC-2014-03-18/table-
linkbase-REC-2014-03-18.html>

77 pages

XBRL 2.1

XBRL XDT (dimensions)

Formulas

Table Link bases



Table Linkbase terminology



Thank you for your attention.

Paul Snijders.
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