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01

Content and 
Structure



For all reports with a starting date from 1-1-2022
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1 Content and structure

1.0 Only the “ESEF Format” is official. Other formats should be

considered unofficial and should be stated as such.

1.1.2 When multiple reports are created in different languages, 

multiple packages need to be submitted with identical tagging.

1.3.3 Must not contain “empty” mandatory elements by adding for

instance a hidden “N/A” tag.



9 november 2022 ESEF reporting manual 2022 5

1 Content and structure

1.3.3 Must not contain “empty” mandatory elements by

adding for instance a hidden “N/A” tag.



Block tagging in the ESEF Reporting Manual

1.9.1 Mark up information (including headers/titles) with the elements 

of RTS Annex II. Multi-tag information when disclosure 

corresponds to more than one element.
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1 Content and structure

1.9.2 Tables are considered the lowest level of granularity. Within a 

table, separate rows or cells shouldn’t be tagged separately.

1.9.3 It is encouraged to also tag content outside of the mandatory 

sections using non-mandatory tags whenever applicable.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32019R0815&from=EN#d1e32-6-1
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1 Content and structure

1.9.2 Tables are considered the lowest level of granularity. Within a 

table, separate rows or cells shouldn’t be tagged separately.



Block tagging discussion in XBRL Europe
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1 Content and structure

Level of granularity and which tags to apply.

Applying hierarchy in the presentation linkbase

Use of meaningful xHTML
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Content and structure

Level of granularity and which tags to apply

XBRL France has created proposed hierarchy of mandatory tags
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1 Content and structure

Use of meaningful xHTML
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1 Content and structure

Applying hierarchy in the Presentation Linkbase

No hierarchy in presentation linkbase Hierarchy in presentation linkbase
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1 Content and structure

Applying hierarchy in the Presentation Linkbase

A tag inside another tag does not technically define a hierarchical relationship



Block tagging discussion in XBRL Europe

Register for XBRL Europe Webinar – ESEF: Block tagging and the way forwards
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1 Content and structure

Level of granularity and which tags to apply

Applying hierarchy in the presentation linkbase

Use of meaningful xhtml

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feye.sbc30.net%2Fc%3Fp%3DwAbNBGTDxBDQotCC0I8DZ9DGS3LQmtCb0IIA0NvQzxLQ18QQUdCjZtCpLu9I0J3QsGrQwf3QtWR8eNk9aHR0cHM6Ly9hdHRlbmRlZS5nb3Rvd2ViaW5hci5jb20vcmVnaXN0ZXIvODQ1NzEyOTQwNzAyNjE2NTUxNrg1ZDRmZWNlNWI4NWI1MzE3MTY1ZmFiNje4NjI4Y2RhYTJjMzVjNmY3MTg0NDM4MmIxwLZ2bVFQLVhtSlExeU5pMGVqc0FjSTh3rWV5ZS5zYmMzMC5uZXTEFFfQvQUeIGHQ2NDANBTq9Cw20KZx0KMA0Lkg&data=05%7C01%7Caj%40parseport.com%7Cd0972bdc33ad44a248d108dabe3ae3d0%7C1c752242f6e54167b3542deda924b318%7C0%7C0%7C638031457400539344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pGXYaMRzGRfNZ5qjzFfpyQPvOVLcYBjtXG4fHRF8IfA%3D&reserved=0
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02

Technical 
validity



2.2.4 Use of duplicate text facts is allowed when using a different 

“xml:lang” attribute

9 november 2022 ESEF reporting manual 2022 15

2 Technical validity



2.2.5 Tag fields with “-” and use proper transformation rules

9 november 2022 ESEF reporting manual 2022 16

2 Technical validity

Remember that tagging entirely empty fields might make them hard to click on in a viewer!



2.2.6 Technical construction of a block tag

Use of @escape attribute

Use of spaces between words

Order of words and numbers
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2 Technical validity



Use of @escape attribute
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2 Technical validity



Order of words and numbers & Use of spaces between words
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2 Technical validity

Be aware of unrecognizable characters!
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2 Technical validity

2.5.1 Links are allowed, but remove “mailto:” links for e-mail 

addresses 
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03

Extension 
taxonomy



3.2.1 LC3 convention is no longer used for naming elements
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3 Extension taxonomies



3.2.5 Abstracts are allowed, but must not be used in anchoring
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3 Extension taxonomies



3.4.5 User specific labels can’t be created as a “standard label” or 

any other role that is already in use in the ESEF taxonomy.
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3 Extension taxonomies
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04

xHTML only



*Except if local NCA does not allow it, and the AFM does not allow it.
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4 xHTML only

4.1.1 It is allowed to file an xHTML only report using multiple files 

when the report exceeds browser limitations*
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05

Questions


